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I
s that the sound of jingle bells we hear? Or is it a wayward North Pole
elf with change in his pocket? Like it or not, the holidays are fast
approaching. Frankly, we like the thought of reindeer, log fires, mistletoe,
Champagne, jolly Santas and...gifts, especially giving them. Damn the

fiscal cliff, we’re in a spending mood. We hope “yule” love our gift guide this
year. And we wish you a spectacular, happy, peaceful holiday season and
fantastic 2013. Here we go, what follows is the best of the best we’ve researched
throughout the year. We hope you will find something you like that will bring
a smile. 

FOR THE READER

W
: The First 40 Years, $75, Abrams Books, a stunning collection of
the most influential and iconic features and images culled from
the world’s leading fashion magazine.

T
HE CATS OF COPENHAGEN, perfect for cat lovers, Joyce lovers,
book people, this playful story from modernist master James Joyce,
illustrated by Casey Sorrow, is an exquisite, surprising whimsical
addition to Joyce’s oeuvre, $16.99, published by Scribner.

L
onely Planet’s FOOD LOVERS GUIDE TO THE WORLD, $39.99, a
delicious way to experience the great global cuisines with enticing
photography for, after all, when we travel it is love at first bite, isn’t
it?



M
ORE THAN HUMAN by award-winning photographer Tim Flach,
Abrams, $65, an amazing book that showcases a menagerie of
creatures sure to inspire with illuminating text by Lewis Blackwell. 

H
OME MADE WINTER by Yvette van Boven, Stewart, Tabori &
Chang, $35, a collection of simple yet classic recipes from this
acclaimed and fearless Dutch foodie with loving and hand-lettered
illustrations by the author.

C
RAZY SEXY KITCHEN, 150 Plant-Empowered Recipes to Ignite a
Mouthwatering Revolution by Kriss Carr and Chef Chad Sarno, Hay
House Publishers, $29.95, sure to raise your veg-centered
consciousness.

FOR THE HOME

B
itplay’s BANG! lamp is the ultimate toy for that certain someone
who has everything. It functions as a practical piece of furniture with
a dynamic twist—to turn the lamp off, users “shoot” the lamp with
the included remote-control pistol. Watch with amazement as the

lamp shade collapses and then resets itself. Sleek, fun, functional and sure to
start a conversation. $299, www.dynamism.com 

i
HM62 iHome mini speakers offer a fresh take on home audio with size-
defying sound and cool color changing LED, all in the palm of your hand.
Surprising volume and response, $49.99, www.ihomeaudio.com.

I
t’s especially true this time of year that pruning is essential for
maintaining a healthy yard and garden. Fiskars’ new pruners use advanced
materials and engineering to produce ergonomic, lighter tools that act like
an extension of the hand. Not the most flirtatious gift on our list, but for

those who garden, it’s a sure winner. www.fiskars.com.
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I
n our opinion, no well-run home is complete without one of Samsung’s
multi chamber Super bagless canister vacuums. This vacuum has it all:
superior cleaning power, convenient compact design, washable HEPA
filtration and a five year warranty on parts and labor. $300-$500, this is

our #1 recommended product of the year for the home,
www.samsung.com/vacuum.

T
hymes has just released their Garden Alchemy collection - an
eclectic, giftable assortment of bath, body and home fragrances
available in three unique, captivating scents: Wild Angelica, Lemon
Geranium and Rosemary Sage. Luxurious bubbling bath elixirs ($50),

candles ($27) as well as mist for body & bed ($30). We adore these.
www.thymes.com.

I
n the kitchen: Lifetime Brands and Food Network chef Guy Fieri have the
cook on your list covered with Guy’s new collection of stainless steel fry
pans, decorated nonstick aluminum skillets, porcelain enamel cast iron
Dutch ovens, and kitchen tools/gadgets so that everyone can cook like a

rock star. These things are classics built to last. Guy Fieri’s new cookware and
kitchenware collection is available at retailers nationwide as well as
www.cooking.com and www.bonton.com.

FOR HIM

O
rganize and charge your most essential tech gadgets all in one place
with the On-the-Go Charger, and keep the guys on your list
together whether at home or away, $24.99,
www.greatusefulstuff.com.

A
lso from www.greatusefulstuff.com, the waxed cotton Dopp kit. A
TSA-friendly ecologically designed, 100% recycled cotton Dopp kit
perfect for guys and their products. Unique to this kit is a
detachable transparent compartment on the outside, an ideal choice

for frequent travelers, $19.99.
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S
uper packable, very durable and oh so comfortable, Sanuk sandals are
our flip flop of choice for the pool, beach, lobby and all other activ-
ities when our toes want to feel room to breathe. For everyday use on
a recent trip to Ecuador, we opted for their Beer Cozy Primo, which

has a footbed made of real yoga mat and a premium leather upper strap with
their exclusive “Super Soft Jersey Liner,” $45, www.sanuk.com.

W
e found the world’s greatest maker of targets located in Chico,
California. Drop Dead Targets are the best for tuning up your
accuracy and fulfilling your zombie apocalypse training. $12.95
each or three for $29.95, www.dropdeadtargets.com.

FOR HER

C
rabtree & Evelyn’s new Tarocco Orange, Eucalyptus and Sage Body
and Hand Care Collection. Inspired by the purifying and energizing
botanicals of Sicily, these are soothing and rejuvenating treats for the
skin featuring antioxidant and vitamin C-rich Tarocco Sicilian Red

Orange, eucalyptus, and refreshing sage. The collection is fragranced with an
uplifting blend of orange, bergamot, and neroli. Creamy, luxurious and moistur-
izing, this is a delight for those who love citrus scents.

C
ork, yes that cork, is a natural, organic, sustainable product that is
soft to the touch, feather light yet durable, fire resistant and water-
proof. Designers are now creating cork handbags and other fashion
and home accessories that are stylish as well as functional. Cork

harvesting is one of the best examples of a sustainable agro-forestry system,
where people use the natural resources, without disturbing or destroying nature.
For some nifty handbags and other products check out
www.shopcorkdesign.com.

K
eep Buzzin’ luxury hand and foot creams contain only all-natural,
certified-organic cocoa butter, coconut oil, shea butter and palm
fruit oil. With scents of spearmint, peppermint and honey-almond
that everyone will enjoy this season. And they’re affordable to boot,

$10, www.keepbuzzinbodyproducts.com.
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C
itySlips ballet flats fold in half to fit conveniently in most purses so
the women on your list can slip out of their sky-high stilettos and
into comfy flats. Whether vacationing on the beach or roaming city
streets, these fashionable flats—in a variety of colors and prints—are

as useful as they are beautiful. The Luxe collection, $40-$58, can be found
exclusively at www.neimanmarcus.com.

G
ive the gift of great hair. GKhair dynamic duos for the holiday
season. Rooted in scientific innovation, these products will keep
your locks stunning, healthy and manageable all year. Our favorite is
the Moisturizing Shampoo and Conditioner Duo, $30, available at

www.GKhair.com. They offer a splendid Finishing Light Hold Hairspray and
Dry Shampoo Duo, also $30.

D
eveloped by radiation oncologist Dr. Kevin Schewe, Elite
Therapeutics skincare features first class ingredients for the ultimate
in skincare luxury and efficacy. Developed to repair extreme skin
damage from radiation therapy, the line has evolved in past years.

The key is pure, Natural Vitamin E. Enjoy the convenient size and healing
power of the First class skin care travel, $65, www.elitetherapeutics.com.

E
voque Luxury Candles & Diffusers for a nature-inspired aromatic
experience. Who can resist Tahitian tuberose, cinnamon noir, or
passion fruit and fig? Available at www.scentsandsprays.com.

T
he Cupron Cosmetic Pillowcase is made from fabric that promotes
the growth of collagen and elastin. Utilizing copper, an active ingre-
dient in makeup and face creams for years, this pillow is said to
promote the wrinkle reduction—with results in only four weeks. Not

to mention the fact that it’s satin with a 270 thread count. $49.95, www.cupron-
sales.com.

FOR THE KIDS
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B
aby Be Hip is a luxurious online boutique for personalized baby/kids
gifts. An extensive line of personalized items include name embroi-
dered burp cloths, bibs, onsies, blankets, towels, totes, birth
announcement pillows, and even monogrammed buckets that can be

filled with other custom gifts, www.babybehip.com.

T
he Runaway Bunny, a piano trio with narration by Catherine Zeta-
Jones on CD (GPR Records) also includes The Story of Babar with
Michael Douglas narrating, sure to capture the imagination of a new
generation, www.amazon.com.

G
ak, a squishy and rubbery compound that can be stretched, squeezed
and twisted for hours of silly entertainment. It is a perfect
companion to something called Floam for molding, folding and
rolling into any creation. Both $5.99, www.floam.com and www.gak-

is-back.com.

FOR THE GOURMET

S
ince 1916, Edward Marc, has been renowned for their devotion to
using the finest ingredients in order to create delectable and innovative
indulgences. We especially love their winter truffles and terrapins...and
so will you. www.edwardmarc.com.

P
arisian Chef Eddy Rocq’s macaron collection delivers authentic
French delicacies. These famous almond cookies are small, round,
crispy on the outside but smooth and soft filled with creamy ganache
in the middle. Made fresh daily by hand, and overseen by Rocq

himself, mouth-watering macarons are also naturally gluten-free. Our favorites
are the dark chocolate and raspberry ones made with fresh raspberries. Order
directly from www.rocqmacarons.com, available in a box of 24 for $48.

D
elicious freshly prepared gourmet apples and other handmade
confections (we love their caramels and toffee) by Mrs. Prindables’,
www.mrsprindables.com, (888) 215-1100.
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B
elle Chevre artisan goat cheese cheesecake, crafted by hand in north
Alabama, is ideal for holiday entertaining. This cheesecake comes
from the same people who do marvelous chevre cheese gift boxes—
and as an added bonus is lower in calories and higher in protein than

traditional cheesecake. Natural, sweet with a tang of yummy goat cheese and a
delectable graham cracker crust. $29.95. Also, try the Belle Chevre Honey
Breakfast Cheese, a spreadable goat cheese that is an incredible tasty and
healthy alternative to cream cheese, www.bellechevre.com.

T
here is still time to order fine fresh buttery smoked Scottish salmon
from The Santa Barbara Smokehouse. An approximately two-pound
side of their rich and robust Royal salmon is $79.95 plus $35
overnight shipping; a full two-pound side of herb-lemon pepper

salmon is $89.95 plus $35 overnight shipping. For those who like a more
delicate, very light smoke, their Mild Salmon is $79.95 plus shipping. And their
moist and delicious Oak Roasted Salmon ready to serve hot or cold is $79.95
plus shipping. NEW THIS YEAR: Cambridge House Private Reserve traditional
rope-hung salmon hand trimmed, thinly sliced and interlaced, the finest and
most exclusive smoked salmon available. This is a limited production of
premium, sustainable fresh Scottish salmon, rope hung and naturally smoked in
a traditional brick kiln, one of the few remaining in the world, each batch
numbered and priced at $99 per side plus shipping. This is the best smoked
salmon we have ever tasted. Call (805) 966-9796 to place an order.

C
rème fraiche made with Madagascar vanilla, yum, from Vermont
Butter & Cheese Creamery who also make a stupendous cultured
butter with sea salt and maple. This company is an artisan cheese
tour de force bringing perfect cheese from far to table, things like

Mascarpone, Fromage Blanc, Quark, fresh and aged goat of the highest quality. 

E
dibelles Chocolate Covered Gourmet Cookies and other biscuits,
inspired by traditional southern flavors. And with choices like Peach,
Butter Pecan and Shortbread, these cookies are sure to entice both
those with Southern roots as well as those simply with good taste,

www.edibellesonline.com.

TRAVEL IN STYLE

ENTREE - Gift Guide 2012 7



ENTREE - Gift Guide 2012 8

T
ravelpro International, the leading manufacturer of lightweight
durable luggage has partnered with National Geographic. The
Northwall luggage collection is built to travel over any terrain, from
city streets to trekking in the wilderness. This versatile 7-piece

collection combines soft and rolling duffels, uprights, a daypack and a sling bag.
Visit Travelpro at www.travelpro.com.

M
ile High Sox can lower your risk of deep vein thrombosis, show
your legs some love, check out www.milehighsox.com.

N
o-Jet-Lag is a unique homeopathic remedy with scientifically proven
effectiveness to help ensure travelers catch up and adapt after long
airline flights, www.nojetlag.com.

T
ravel can disrupt your routine and keep you from falling asleep—
especially when crossing time zones or sleeping in a hotel.
NightWave is a simple, natural and easy-to-pack solution to relax
your body and help you fall asleep easily by focusing your mind and

regulating your breathing. Only 6 ounces. And the traveler version comes with
a convenient travel case, $49.95, www.nightwave.com.

L
inge Shoes combine the beautiful lines of the traditional ballet shoe
with stylish colors. Comfortable, versatile, genuine leather ballet
slippers are the perfect companion to any woman’s travel wardrobe.
$59, www.lingeshoes.com.

C
ORNWALL with Caroline Quentin, a charming DVD travelogue that
explores the glorious Cornish coast, $39.99, including a 12-page
viewer’s guide with articles on Cornwall’s history and more,
www.athenalearning.com. 

C
lub Glove’s American-made TRS Ballistic collection is a rugged line
of rolling and carry luggage made from ballistic-grade Invista
Cordura nylon fabric, four times stronger than traditional materials.
It features the company’s “train reaction” fastening system that lets



you hitch any combo of the bags together and roll them as one, creating a
perfect center of gravity so that they feel nearly weightless. $350-$800,
www.clubglove.com.

I
rresistable Calgon fragrance mists in travel size (2 oz for TSA-friendly
travel) and gift sets are a delightful way to bring the comforts and aromas
of home with you anywhere that you go. www.calgonstore.com.

FOR THE YOGA CROWD

W
hether a beginner or full-on Yogi, Aurorae’s super deluxe synergy
slip-free yoga mat-towel is a perfect gift to inspire meditation and
flexibility. Ultra thick, light weight, machine washable and the
wetter it gets, the better the grip, www.auroraeyoga.com.

MUSIC TO OUR EARS

B
yron Janis is one of the greatest American pianists of all time. His
rich discography covers repertoire from Beethoven to Mozart. The
newly remastered Chopin Collection features recordings of some of
Byron Janis’ finest Chopin work. Easy to listen to for hours on end,

www.byronjanis.com.

T
he Jabra Solemate, small and light portable speaker, works wired or
wirelessly through Bluetooth, the size and weight of a water bottle
but oh so powerful and clear, with a sturdy carrying strap, $199,
www.jabra.com or order from amazon.com.

S
MS Audio STREET by 50 wireless headphones, the premier brand in
durable, over-ear wireless headphones for unparalleled CD sound
quality and total ergonomic comfort, www.smsaudio.com. 50 Cent, the
rapper, had his hand in the development of these. 

SPIRITED IDEAS 
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T
he Dalmore has been producing exceptional whisky since 1839 deep
in the Scottish Highlands and has one of the oldest and rarest stocks
of any highland distillery. With a storied history, unique artisanal
process, making headlines for selling rare bottles upwards of $150,000

and winning numerous accolades, this is a great gift idea for your connoisseur
friends. www.thedalmore.com.

P
ure Iceberg Vodka, produced using water harvested from ancient
icebergs, the “chilliest” vodka in the world. 

P
unzone’s organic Lemoncino, a delightful fusion of premium wheat
vodka, white sangria, and natural lemon essence and their Originale,
an enchanting mix of wheat vodka, red sangria and natural blood
orange essence. 

“C
heap chic” SVEDKA Vodka distilled five times and made from
Swedish winter wheat, clean and smooth, also in seven flavors
like grape, cherry and raspberry.

J
ohnnie Walker Blue Label blended scotch whisky is the pinnacle of
scotch making, a rare blend done in very limited quantity, a scotch of
impressive quality, tremendous depth, power and intensity, the ultimate
expression of flavor: a toasty, sweet aroma complemented by a peaty and

spicy taste that develops into heady flavors of oak, dark-chocolate and rich
fruitcake. Definitely not for beginners. 

S
olerno Blood Orange Liqueur, in a sleek and vibrant Murano-inspired
bottle that flushes a deep red like a true blood orange. Versatile as a
base spirit as well as a modifying sweetener and shines equally in
modern interpretations of classic cocktails, original creations, and

Italian inspired aperitivi. 

BUBBLY FOR ALL
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C
hampagne has always been the holiday party standard, but it comes
at a high price. For those of us who want to keep our holiday
bonuses, Crémant d’Alsace sparkling wine from Alsace, France offers
the best of both worlds with its exceptional quality and affordable

cost. Crémant d’Alsace is made using the same method as Champagne and is
typically priced under $25-a fact that will make even Scrooges smile. Not to
mention, its elegant bubbles and refreshing, creamy taste will keep guests
coming back for more. Keep “Bah! Humbug!” out of the vocabulary this
holiday season and fill the flutes with Crémant d’Alsace! Celebrate with these
charming Crémants d’Alsace, most offered in Brut and Rosé: Albert Mann Brut
2008 (SRP $21.99) Expressive and complex with citrus and apple notes; Gustave
Lorentz Brut (SRP $24.99) Tantalizing notes of stone fruit with a hint of
creaminess; Lucien Albrecht Rosé Brut (SRP $19.99) Pretty pink salmon color
with creamy texture, made from 100% Pinot Noir; Pierre Sparr Rosé Brut (SRP
$18.99) Another elegant and fresh 100% Pinot Noir. 

TREASURES FOR THE WINE CELLAR

B
Cellars Blend 26 Cab, Napa terroir at its finest, voluptuous and firm.
Mt. Beautiful Riesling from New Zealand, crisp and dry with pear
blossom aromas. Columbia Winery Small Lot Series Riesling from the
Yakima Valley, Washington State, deep and racy, full of lively lime

and kiwi. McManus Family Vineyards Chardonnay, 2011, a trusted California
producer and this one expresses butter, oak and fruit. Pianello Soave, zippy and
zesty with lingering minerality. Cotto De Gomariz Ribeiro from Spain. Lucien
Albrecht Cremant D’Alsace Brut Rose, fresh sparkling wine hinting of small red
berry flavors made with care. VOGA’s delicious and eye-catching wines give
your guests something to talk about. Replacing the same-old bottles of wine,
VOGA Italia tastes as good as it looks. We also love VOGA’s newest addition
to the family, Baby VOGA Sparkling (a mini sized 187 mL VOGA Sparkling).
Sans glass, these sparkling minis make a fun individual treat for both guest and
host alike. VOGA Italia’s collection retails from $5.99 to $15.99 and includes:
Pinot Grigio, Merlot, Moscato, Sparkling. 

S
till thirsty? Try Remole, a superb red Tuscan by Frescobaldi that is
remarkably versatile and won’t break the bank. Familia Deicas Barrel
Select Preludio 2004 from Uruguay. Wyndham Estate Bin 222
Chardonnay from Southeastern Australia, ripe melon and a long soft

finish. Gustave Lorentz Cremant D’Alsace Brut, the best of sparkling Alsace.
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Jalliance Cuvee Imperiale Clairette de Die, delicate, slightly sweet, festively fruity
and dazzingly fresh. Surfrider 2009 Chardonnay sings of Meyer lemon, crisp
apple and tropical fruit, slightly spicy. Moody Press Viognier 2008. Recuerdo
2011 Malbec from Mendoza, Argentina, an intense and concentrated wine. 

A
nother glass of wine? Diamond Red Blend, a brand new, brilliant
layered textured blend yielding flavors of blueberries, black currant,
licorice and sweet oak from Francis Ford Coppola Winery, is a steal
at $18. 2009 Merlot from Truchard, a big wine offering floral aromas,

jammy flavors and firm tannins. Laurel Glen Vineyard’s 2009 Cabernet
Sauvignon from Sonoma Mountain, a dense deep purple with classic cassis nose,
totally mouth filling but nuanced, refined and refreshing with currants, red
cherry and pepper notes. Their 2010 Counterpoint is a Cabernet Sauvignon of
distinction. 2008 Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon, $35, from V. Sattui, a ripe
careful blend of structure and elegance. Grecante Grechetto dei Colli Martani
DOC from Arnaldo Caprai, intense yellow straw in color, intensely fruity in
taste, soft and well balanced. Pinot Grigio Attems, tangy, lively and fruity.
Fresobaldi Remole 2010, a full-fruited cab sauv/sangiovese Tuscan with excellent
body. Donelan Family Wines, a family-run Sonoma County winery, has
announced their latest release of critically-acclaimed wines, offering single-
vineyard and cuvee Syrah selections. Donelan produces exceptional Sonoma
County Syrah, Pinots, Chardonnay, Grenache and Roussanne-their approach is
entirely terroir-driven harvesting from four distinct vineyards in the Russian
River, Knight’s, and Schultz Valley. Laurel Glen Vineyard’s 2009 Estate
Cabernet Sauvignon, the first vintage produced by the vineyard’s new team, led
by Bettina Sichel, committed to re-establishing Laurel Glen Vineyard as one of
California’s great Cabernets. Enza Prosecco, a new sparkler from Deutsch
Family Wine & Spirits with paralleled quality, stylish packaging, $14.99, a
perfect sparkling wine for the holiday season. 2010 Cambria Estate Vineyard
Julia’s Vineyard Pinot Noir, dark cherry/strawberry and pomegranate eloquence,
supple with a gravel streak. Rhone-style wines from Santa Ynez’s Standing Sun,
especially their 2011 LE Blanc, a Grenache Blanc/Viognier/Roussanne blend
($24) and a very fine slightly sweet 2011 Grenache Rose, $20. 

E
xquisite Chardonnay ($55) from Hyde de Villaine, Napa’s finest
winery, who is producing Burgundy-style wines with restrained oak
and limited ripeness. Visit www.hdvwines.com.
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L
es Jumelles 2009, $35, is a blend of several notable vineyards including
Fink Family Estate in Carmel Valley with aromatics of black cherry,
cola, violets, fresh red plum, wild strawberry and some spice.  On the
palate, expect bright fruit, cherry spice, light tannins and good

medium length. Fink Family Estate, just 1.2 acres, makes an uncommonly good
Pinot Noir, $75, a bright deep ruby exhibiting spice, sweet roses and wild
strawberries with a long finish. Contact dfink@mirabelgroup.com.

I
t’s not easy (or cheap) to keep a wine cellar stocked: Eagle Castle 2008
Muscat, light-bodied dripping with notes of cantaloupe, orange zest and
fresh florals. Shannon Ridge Single Vineyard Collection 2009 Reisling,
Lake Country, sweet, ripe, nicely honeyed with notes of apricot and pear.

Castelo De Medina Rueda Verdejo 2009, Spain. McManis Family Vineyards 2011
Pinot Noir, silky, bright and perfect for a sumptuous dinner. McManis 2011
Pinto Grigio is also of high quality. 2009 Edmeades Mendicino County
Zinfandel, smoky and rich with notes of chocolate and raspberry. Cannonball
2009 Cabernet Sauvignon, bold, exploding with flavors of black cherry and a
lingering finish of oak and wild berries. Hyde Vineyard 2008 Belle Cousine Red
Wine, Napa Valley, clean, dense and earthy. 2008 Dry Creek Chardonnay from
the Russian River Valley, an integrated palate of apple, citrus and vanilla all
superbly balanced. Barolo Coppo 2006, Italy, delectably smooth and fruity, 2009
V. Sattui Napa Valley Sparkling Wine, a delightful French inspired sparkler with
a buttery and flavorful finish. 2007 Rosenthal Malibu Estate Cabernet
Sauvignon, hand-picked grapes and minimalist wine techniques truly capture the
unique microclimate of the single vineyard wine. Truchard 2009 Cabernet
Sauvignon, Napa Valley, rich clay, shale, sandstone and volcanic soils give this
wine a complex and hearty flavor.

E
ppa SupraFruta Red Sangria is a healthy and fresh way to enjoy this
flavorful libation. Rich in antioxidants, light-bodied and refreshing,
the Sangria is sure to take you worlds away on those chilly, winter
evenings. www.eppasangria.com.

M
ore on the great wines we have tasted in 2012: Blackbird
Vineyard’s excellent 2010 Proprietary Red Arise is lithe and struc-
tured, crafted in the Napa Valley. Courvoisier’s Rose is a smooth
and aromatic drink fashioned with Courvoisier cognac, and
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premium French red wine. It is not only a pretty pink color but a delicious and
original drink. Murrieta’s Well 2007 Meritage, a Semillon and Sauvignon Blanc
creamy and crisp blend.

E
nza Prosecco from Treviso, Italy is a refreshing extra dry sparkler
with notes of peach, green apples, honeysuckle and a touch of citrus. 

M
arc Mondavi is, among other things, a Water Witch (also known as
a Dowser or Water Diviner). He has used his proven ability to
locate underground sources of water to help establish vineyards for
his family and friends all over California. The Divining Rod wines

we recommend are a 2010 Santa Lucia Highlands Chardonnay and a 2010
Alexander Valley Cabernet Sauvignon, both approximately $17.

S
andeman Tawny Porto, drawn from selected old oak pipes, ten years
old, a symphony of ripe and dried fruit, jam, vanilla and raisins.
Sandeman’s Founders Reserve port is rich and smooth, full of sweet
fruit and the essence of top-drawer porto. Sandeman has been making

world-class ports since 1790.

D
ouble Decker makes a trustworthy and easy-to-sip Red Blend, a
Zinfandel and a Pinot Grigio that pair perfectly with food. Frenchie
2009 Red Wine Napoleon, is a wine sure to make you drool like the
winemaker’s French Bulldog with black and red fruit, cassis and oak

unleashing in your glass, www.frenchiewinery.com.

O
ur favorite local winemaker: Doug Margerum whose Margerum 2011
Sybarite, Sauvignon Blanc, Happy Canyon of Santa Barbara, $21, is
the definitive Sauvignon Blanc with complexity, persistence and
length. Margerum’s superlative 2010 blend of Syrah, Grenache,

Mourvede, Counoise and Cinsault is called M5, $27.50. And his very interesting
2008 Syrah, Alondra de los Prados Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley, $75, brings to
mind wood, mushroom, liquorice and cola flavors,
www.margerumwinecompany.com.

FOR ALL
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J
ournals by Paperblanks, sumptuous tablets with brocades, mosaics, and
other clever parchments and designs, sure to inspire writers, thinkers
and artists alike, www.paperblanks.com.

P
arker’s Sonnet Feminine Collection of pens is sure to appeal to
women. Parker offers a subtle combination of its strong brand design
with a trendy interpretation of metallic pink gold color, crafted
chiseled shiny steel and feminine iridescent pearl lacquer. Highlighted

by the exquisite detailing of the fine cut 18k gold/rhodium plated nib, this
collection is the essence of modern femininity and elegance, www.parker-
pens.com.

AND FINALLY 

F
or your traveling friends, be they of the arm chair or obsessed
variety, there is always ENTREE Travel Newsletter for the latest
insider travel info. Of course, we are partial. Order up until
December 24, we’ll rush it off with a smart gift card.

www.entreenews.com, (805) 969-5848.

I
n closing, we won’t go into whether or not we need a holiday from
holidays. Our only wish is that you can be with ones you love and are
loved in return. Celebrate being a kid again, this season is a journey of
family and friends with the joy coming from our hearts, not our wallets.

Merry Christmas and happy holidays from all of us to all of you. 
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